ANDY VOLPE (ANDREW P. VOLPE) Artist, Living Historian ~ andyvolpe.com

Resident Artist / Studio Tenant, Red Brick Mill, Bella Luce Art Café.

General Lesson Plan and Syllabus

“Intro to Printmaking: Linocut”

Purpose: This course is intended for Adults 17 years old and older, for people who have never done printmaking before and are curious to “get their hands on it”, and, those who “remember doing it once in school long ago” and want to try it again.

The course will focus on Relief, or, Block Printing, using a method known as “Linocut”, short for Linoleum.  Gouges and Knives are used to carve an image, reversed, into the linoleum, so that when carving is done, the area left uncut is what is inked and printed, thus creating the image.

Instruction will comprise of some basic history of the method, and discussion and demonstration of carving techniques, preparation, and printing.

Otherwise the students will be on their own to design, carve and print at their own pace and skill, there is no pressure or requirement for the work.  Design/Imagery is up to the individual, although simple designs are encouraged for “first-timers”

Printing will be done with Water based Bock printing ink (Speedball brand), which is non-toxic and easy to work with and clean up.

At the end of the course, the students should be able to have carved their own block, and have hand-printed at least a half-dozen (6) identical impressions.  This will demonstrate their understanding of the process.

Most materials and supplies will be offered by the Instructor, paid for through course cost.  Students are encouraged to supplement these supplies through their own purchase or own supplies, a list will be furnished for students before or at the first class.  

See Syllabus below.

Syllabus

Class / Day 1: Introduction

- Students are presented with a general history of printmaking and the use of Linoleum as a Relief.

- A demonstration of carving and printing of a linocut block, including inking, printing, and preparation.

- Materials to be purchased (unless otherwise supplied by the Instructor) will also be discussed.

- Students will then begin to work on sketches, imagery development and composition in preparation for transfer to and carving of the block.

Classes / Days 2-3: Block Carving

- During this time, students will be expected to work on the carving and development of their blocks. The Instructor will provide assistance as needed.

- Students will be expected to continue block carving and development on their own time outside of the studio/classroom as needed.

- Time permitting; students may pull a trial proof to determine how the image looks.

Class / Day 4: Preparation for Printing, Proofing

- Class time will be focused on learning how to prepare the ink, rolling up the block, paper preparation and hand-printing. The Instructor will demonstrate each aspect step-by-step and have each student work on this.

- Class time permitting, Students can attempt to pull more proofs, seeing if any final changes are to be made of the block image, et cetera. As well as developing a printing method; being preparation, printing and clean-up.

Class / Day 5: Printing

- Class time will be focused on Printing. Students will be expected to prepare, ink, and print their blocks at their own pace, and to pull a number of prints. (At least 6 (six) identical prints/impressions should be pulled)

Course Materials (Note: Some may be provided by the Instructor)

- Linoleum Block (wood mounted optional)

- Linocut tools / gouges (ie: Speedball brand)

- Paper (Stonehenge or Japanese Masa, Kozo papers, other rice papers)

- Ink ~ Speedball brand, water-based ink

- Brayer / Ink Roller (ie: Speedball brand)

- Baren or Burnishing tool for hand-printing (ie: Wooden spoon)

- Palette knife and/or scraper blade for ink

- X-ACTO knife, #11 and other blades

- [drawing] paper, pencil, pen, Sharpie marker

- masking tape

- Rubbing Alcohol, for cleanup

- Paper towels


Where to get materials (note: not in any particular order):

Online:

- Graphic Chemical and Ink Co.
www.graphicchemical.com

- Jerry’s Artarama
www.jerrysartarama.com (see below)

- Utrecht Art Supplies
www.utrechtart.com (see below)

- Dick Blick
www.dickblick.com

Locally:

- C.C. Lowell’s, Park Ave Worcester
www.cclowell.com

- Michael’s Art and Craft Stores
www.michaels.com

Millbury -Shoppes at Blackstone

Worcester/Shrewsbury - White City Plaza

Natick – Worcester Street

- A.C. Moore Arts and Crafts
www.acmoore.com

 Worcester – Lincoln Plaza Shopping Center

Bellingham – Hartford Ave

- Art Emporium
www.artandframeemporium.com

Westboro Shopping Center (Lyman St.) Westboro, MA

- Utrecht Art Supplies

1030 Mass. Ave, Cambridge

- Jerry’s Art Supplies / Artarama
  www.jerrysartsuppies.com

West Harfford, CT     www.jerrysartsuppies.com/Connecticut/home.htm

